Effectiveness of levamisole in rheumatoid arthritis: Immune changes and long-term results.
After a double-blind trial of 4 months, 40 patients with RA were treated with 100 mg Levamisole. Clinical results were good or excellent in 50%. The immunological status is not a valuable criterion for the selection of patients apt to respond to Levamisole. A good correlation was found between clinical improvement, reduction of ESR, percentage of immunoblasts, rheumatoid factor titre and the enhancement of lymphoblastic response to polyclonal mitogens. The treatment maintenance rate for efficacy was much lower for Levamisole than for D-penicillamine.